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Condensed Telegrams HOLLAND-AMERICA- N LINER IVAIi;:To Allay Anxiety

in Past 24 Hours of German Subjects
About to Enter War It

Cabled Paragraphs
Death of Rear Admiral Oskar Hansa.

London. Feb. 8. 5.45 a. ra. A Vienna
despatch, says Reuters Amsterdam
correspondent, announces the. death of
Bear Admiral Oskar Hansa, commander-in-
-chief of the Anstro-Hungari- an

navy. Death was due to pneumonia.
French Reward for Capturing Subma- -

' " ' rlnes...
Paris, Feb. 8. 6.00 p. m. The Frenchnavy league has opened a subscription

list to establish a fund for the reward
of vessels capturing submarines. Thenavy league has contributed 10,000
francs.' .

SwAY
Steamer Ryndam Was

When Warned by a

SHIP NOW SAID TO BE3ut There Has Been Uo Overt Act to Justify President

Wilson Going

SAFE CONDUCT IS ASSURED VON BERNSTORFF

At the Offices of the Line in New York Nothing is Known cf
the Cause of the Return Wireless Message Was Ro
ceived Telling That the Vessel Was Returning to New

York No Decision Has Been Reached Regarding t!ia
Sailing of the American Line Steamships St." Lcm?3 anJ
St, PauL

It is Generally Conceded That the Torpedoing of the Steamer

California Without Warning U Proof That .Germany is

to Continue to Conduct Lawless Campaign, in Defiance

of Warning Issued by the United States It is Believed

That the Only Reason an American Ship Has Not Been

Sunk is Because There is None in the War Zone.

The 'steamer" Lapland' arrived at
Xew York from Liverpool.

Switzerland has taken over German
interests in Great Britain.'

Government shipping rates were in-
creased from 125 to 900 per cent.

" '-

Exports from Spain 'to the UnitedStates for 1916 were valued at $35,453,-87- 7.

The First " Regiment, Connecticut
National Guard is short 471 of war
strength. . - j ,

The Commercial Cable Co. announc-
ed that the censorship --at Honolulu
had been abolished.

Fire destroyed the plant of theStandard Garment Co.. of Columbia,
Pa., at a loss of $100,000.

Judge Robert M. Douglas, son r.f
Stephen A. Douglas, died at his homeat Greensboro,- - ff. C, aged 68. ,

Gold coin to the amount of $700,0C3
was withdrawn from the sub-treasu- ry

for shipment to South America--
Articles of incorporation were filed

at Dover, DeL, by the Inland Steel Co,
with a capital stock of 830,000,000.

The City Council of Hoboken passed
a resolution approving President Wil
son's action in breaking with Germany,

The plant of the Potteries Millina
& Mining Co., at East Liverpool, Ohio,
was uesiroyea oy lire at a loss or 1 1(1 J,
000. .

Nearly 700 industrial plants inwestern Pennsylvania will assist thegovernment in every way possible Incase or war.
The House approved the conferencereport on the $60,000,000 fortifications

oil! passed by the Senate, with minor
amendments. -

Michael Cazin. the French artist.
was killed Dy tne accidental explosion
of a bomb aboard vessel anchored in
a French port. -

A bill authorizing the Governor to
draft men to nil the ranks of the Na
tional Guard was introduced in the
Vermont House.

secretary or war Baker congrat
ulated General Pershing and the men
of his command on the work that they
nave done In Mexico. .

i ne nrst oritisn steamer to arriveat Baltimore in nine days was the
Rytor, Captain Dingle, which arrived
yesterday from Huelva, Spain.

Senator Underwood before the Sen
ate Finance Committee urged a tax of
two cents a pound on oleomargarine as
a means of increasing the revenue...

By a vote of 16 to 6 the Xew Hamp-
shire Senate defeated a bill giving
women the right to vote in presiden
tial, state,, couaty and town elections.

The United States Goverment
signed a contract with the Bartlett- -
Hayward Co., of Baltimore for the de
livery of about $5,000,000 worth of
shells.

Indictments were returned against
the four persons charged with con
spiracy to poison Premier David
Lloyd -- George . and Minister Arthur
Henderson.

Only one vessel passed out of the
Virginia Capes for the war zone yes-
terday the British steamer Penlee,
with wheat from New Orleans to
Avonmouth.

The Royal Dutch West Indian mail
steamer Prins Frederik Hendrlk,
which left New York Sunday for West
Indian ports, returned with her ma-
chinery out of order.

Senator Weeks introduced an
amendment to the naval bill to name
the six new battle cruisers John Pain
Jones, MacDonough, Decatur, Perry,
Farragut and Dewey.

The First Battalion of the 10th
Regiment, Albany's unit of the Nation-
al Guard, entrained for points down
the Hudson, where they will assist in
guarding public property.

William H. Raterson, commander-in-chi- ef

of the Grand Army of the Re-
public, called on President Wilson and
assured him its members stood be-
hind him in the present- - situation.

Embargo on all shipments of food
and practically everything with the
exception of coal from Cleveland and
all points west of Buffalo was declared
in effect by the New York Central
Railroad.

Thirty prisoners in the Tombs, N. Y.,
awaiting trial presented a signed pe-
tition to Warden John Han ley that
they be allowed to enlist for service
in case the President issues a call for
volunteers.

Governor Edge of New Jersey sign-
ed a bill passed by the Legislature
providing an emergency appropriation
of $100,000 for use of the State in com-
pleting equipment of the national
guard and naval reserve. '

The Department of Commerce re-
ceived a cable from the American
Consul-Gener- al at London stating that
the minister of munitions issued an
edict permitting no person to deal in
lead except under license.

A rush for first - citizenship papers
at the naturalization office here thatbegan Monday morning has already
broken all records for any, previous
entire month. A total of 183 applica-
tions had been made yesterday.

The daylight saving bill recently
passed by the Federal 'Parliament of
Australia provides that all clocks
throughout Australia shall be put for-
ward one hour at the end of Septem-
ber and put back again one hour at
the end of March each year.

Sugar Workers to Strike.
Philadelphia,' Feb. 8. Several hun-

dred workers employed at the threesugar refineries in this city are on
strike for an Increase In wages. They
demand an increase from- 25 cents an-hou- r

to 35. Representatives of thecompanies said today- - they could notgrant the increase without raising the
price of refined sugar.

Guard, of Wireless Plant : Reinforced.
Tuckerton, ' N. 3 - Feb. 8. United

States marines guarding '' the ' large
wireless plant here which covers 100
acres, were reinforced today by a third
detachment under command of Lieu-na- nt

B. A. Richenstein.

German Submarine j

RETURNING TO NEW YCT.:;

This action by tho captain, ttie
odiled, was clearly within liin

rights, as full responsibility for thesafety of his shin and passengers de-
volves oi him while at sea anl l,e
would be exported to take any neces-
sary precaution.

The Ryndnm is under commanri f.

Lieutenant Commander W. Krol of fhe
Holland naval reserves. The Bliip
expected to reach New Yotic

or Hunday unless he la cornti l .l
to put into Halifax or Bermuda for
coal.

P. A. S. Franklin, preHidnt of the
International Mercantile Marine com-
pany, announced late today that no

had been reached reardim; t
of the American l.ine steam,

ships St. Louis and St. Paul. .Mr.
Franklin declared there was not ,

to add to his statement of yesteiday
that the sailings of the ships had be'ii
indefinitely postponed.

Reports that preparations were tin-
der way to arm the two vp(els were
denied at the office of the line, as were
rumors that the government would

to relieve the line of Its rn.tii
contract. A number of applications
from discharged naval and army gun-
ners- for positions on the vessels wf i

received today. None of tlie appli-
cations was accepted, it was said.

SHIPYARDS ARE TO BE
SPEEDED UP TO THE LIMIT

Double Crews Are Working on Battle
ships at Nswport N

Washington, Feb. 8. Constntct!-f- i rf
navy craft by the Newport News hnin-buildi-

and Drydock company, ti.
Fore River Shipbuilding con-pant- a : f

the Electric Boat company will
up to the limit of th pint.

Work op two battleships at the plant
of the Newport News company at.

Daniels' suggestion atre1i.' It
proceeding under double crew ami t'
offers of the other two companies t

take similar steps met today witii th
secretary's hearty approval.

At the Newport News plant It 1 es-

timated that the battleship Misslwiltt-p- i,

recently launched, can be com pitt-
ed by mid-summ- er Instead of Jaji -
1, 1918, as called for in the tontran.
The keel of one of the four new bat-
tleships recently contracted for will b
laid on the slip vacated by the

instead of a merchant vesnels, a '
had been Intended.
.Representatives of the Fore River

and Electric Boat company called m
Mr. Daniels today, offering to niBh the
work on destroyers and submarine fr
which they have contracts, setting
aside other private work to that end.
They were told to go ahead at full
speed. The plan is to get the vessel
launched as soon as possible, freeing
stocks for the new set of destroyers
and submarines to be authorized 1n the
pending navy bills. Details as to the
time that can be saved have not been
worked out.

Warlike preparations now virtn.-sii-

are completed at the navy department
pending the enactment by congTeFi of
the proposed legislation under v. i.l- u

the president may commendeer pri-
vate plants and, after that, the presi-
dent's decision to exercise this au-
thority.

SHORE LEAVE FOR
GERMAN CREW3 IN NEW YORK

To Be Granted Hereafter Under Cer-

tain Restrictions.

New York. Feb. 8. Officer n n 1

members of the crews of the Ormun
steamships tied up here since the out-
break of tne European war here;..'" r
will be given shore leave under cer-
tain restrictions, it was announced i.y
the customs auothorltles tonlt-ht- . Tin-
men, who have been fined to their hlilp
hy orders from Washington since l --

severance of diplomatic relations wttn
Germany will be allowed to leave their
vessel on passes singned by their com-
manders, with the understanding thnt
they return before midnight of t.t s

same day, it was said. It wai assert-
ed the new ruling was in accords not
with instructions from Washing-ton-

USE OF CONVICT LABOR IN

MANUFACTURE OF MUNITIONS

Suggested by Pennsylvania Prison La-

bor Commission,

Pittsburgh, Pa., Feb. 8. The atten-
tion of Governor Martin G. Brumbaugh
was called to the possible imn of fun-vic- e

labor in the manufacture of mu-
nitions, should an emergency ariae, i i

a communication forwarded to tu?
governor today by the tt.tt priH.m
labor commission. Tho commission
pointed out that there are 3,dim n. n
In Pennsylvania penal institutions v
could't be used in the manufacture of
munitions and war supplies.

Census Taking on Supplies.
Bremerton, Wn., Feb. 8. The crui-

sers South Dakota and Frederick, at
the Puget Sound navy yard, have I --

ordered to take aboard s;:npi:- - for
their full complement of itO'l men for
nine months. The cruisers have hn-i- ,

in reserve, with less than half th is

full number of officers and mm.

Distress Signals from British A- -. it r

Boston, Feb. 8. A cabkuriru, an-
nouncing the arrival at St. :viia.i
France, of the Uritinh steamer Ar-rin-

reported In distress January :!.
was received here lonUbt hy t

France and t'onadian Hteam-hi- t

which opera t?oi t'ie pcl. "i

Arrtno carried munitions for '

French government

PRESIDENT "WILSON TO SEE
THEIR RIGHT8 ARE PROTECTED

IN THE EVENT OF WAR

Assurance is Given That Neither Their
Bank Deposits . Nor German War--

- Bound Vessels in American Ports
Are to be Seized.

Washington, Feb. S. A formal state-
ment giving assurances that the gov-
ernment has no intention of seizing
bank deposits or other property be-
longing to any foreign subject even in
the event of war was issued by thestate deartment today with the ap-
proval of President Wilson.

To Relieve Anxiety of Germans.
The statement was prompted by the

anxiety of German subjects in some
sections regarding savings deposits and
by the many reports in circulation re-
garding the intention of the govern-
ment concerning-war-boun- d vessels in
American ports. It makes no specific
reference to the ' Prussian-America- n
treaty of 1828, which provides for theimmunity of such property but which
ha. been regarded as of doubtful val-
idity, saying merely that the govern-
ment will in no circumstances takeadvantage of a state of war to takepossession of property to which in-
ternational understanding and the

recognized law of the "land give it no
just claim.
Conduct of U. S. to be Above Criticism
' The decision Is understood to be in

furtherance of President Wilson's de
termination that there shall be nothing
in the conduct of the United States
to warrant criticism, rather than indi
cative of any specific inclination to
acknowledging the validity of disput-
ed provisions of the old treaty. Off-
icials did not comment on a press des-
patch from Berlin, saying Ambasajr
Gerard had been asked to seoure a

of-th- e treaty, but previ-
ously they had indicated that such a
suggestion would find no response
here under present conditions.

The department's statement follows :

No Bank Deposits- - Will Be Seized.
"It having been reported to him that

there is anxiety in some quarters on
the part of persons residing In thiscountry who are the subjects of for-
eign states lest their bank deposits or
property should be seized in the event
of war between the United States and
a foreign nation, the president au-
thorizes the statement that all such,
fears are entirely unfounded.

Will Respect All Rights.
"The government of the United

States will in no circumstnees take ad-
vantage of a state of war to take pos-
session of property to which interna-
tional understandings and the recog-
nized law of the land give it no Just
claim or title. It will scrupulously
respect all private rights alike o fits
own citizens and the subjects of for-
eign states."

TELEGRAPH WIRE CUT
ALONG MEXICAN RAILWAY

Railroad Bridges Have Been Burned
South ofjuarez.

. El Paso, Texas, Feb. 8. Telegraph
wires have been cut and railroad
bridges burned along the line of the
Mexico Northwestern railroad, south
of Juarez, it was learned tonight. The
damage is said to have been done by
Villa followers. Refugees from the
Mormon colonies "in the country recent-
ly vacated by General Pershin's force
express uneasiness concerning those
remaining behind. Government author!,
ties do not credit the report that-Vill- a

is coming toward Juarez and say they
have reasort to believe he is trying tq
work his way south of Chihuahua City
into Durango..-- , v

BY GERMAN SUBMARINES IN

THE WAR ZONE .

ENEMY AND NEUTRAL

The British in the Somme Region of

France. Are Keeping' Up Their Of --

fensive in Effort to Push Forward
Toward Bapaume.

The British in the Somme region of
France are keeping up tHeir new of
fensive against the Germans in their
efforts to push forward toward ta-pau-

Southeast of Bapaume, along
the Bapaume-Peronn- e road, they have
taken the highest point of Sailly-Saillis- el

Hill and captured a number
of Germans and one machine gun.

'
Along both sides of the Ancre. west of
Banaume. further progress has been
made, including the capture of a trench
near Grand court, - wnere a. gooaiy
gain was made Wednesday.

On the other parts or tne rrom in
France and Belgium the fighting con-
tinues to be carried out by means of
artillery and small attacks by raiding

Active in Macedonia.
The Teutonic allies in Macedonia

have shown activity along the entire
front, according to the Jatest French
official communication. This probably
means that the. intensive fighting of

some time ago will soon be resumed inthis theatre.
On the eastern front comparative

calm prevails from the Baltic to theline in Rumania. In the Carpathians
near Kirlibaba, however. Petrogradreports the capture of first line Teu-
tonic allied trenches which were heldby the Russians despite counter-attack- s.

Rome reports the failure of an Aus-
trian attack against the Italians in theSugana valley and the smashing of
Austrian batteries on several sectorsby the Italian big guns.

Submarines. Active. -

Enemy and neutral ships aggregat-
ing 21,505 tons have been sunk by
German submarines during Vie past
24 hours. Ten vessels in all weresent to the bottom during this period,
six of them British steamers of anaggregate tonnage of 16,736. The neu-
trals sunk were a Norwegian ship anda Swedish steamer. A French trawlerand a Russian ship were the other vic-
tims of ts.

SHIP CAPTAINS ASKED
TO BE MORE OBSERVANT

Those Who Sight Real or Imaginary
Submarines.

Boston, Feb.. 8. Ship captains who
sight real or imiganary submarineswere requested by the Boston navy
yard today to obtain specific and ac-
curate information regarding suchcraft,, if reports to- - naval authorities
are to be given credence. This state-
ment was issued in connection with thereport to the yard last night whatappeared to be a submersible of for
eign nationality bas been seen off Mar- -
blehea-d-

.

"Captains of coastwise vessels sight-
ing a craft of unusual characteristics,"
the statement said, "should take par-
ticular pains to investigate closely in
order that any roports made may be
of a positive nature based on near-t-o

and specific Investigation. . Such a re
port will ment serious attenuon and
be of real value.

Full Shore Privileges For German
Crews. ,

"

Boston, Feb. 8. The crews of : six
Berman steamers tied up here who had
previously been ordered.' confined to
their ships., today were ' allowed full
shore privileges and immigration in
spectors were withdrawn from special
duty. - ' ,f .- -

Before Congress

Involving Americans "wa being gather-
ed as rapidly as possible, but that up
to that time there had been no change
in the situation. The president him-
self said that his visits were not due
to .any new development of import-
ance.

Additional cause for uneasiness was
given the government in the--' receipt of
Information regarded as confirming
reports that Ambassador Gerard and
American consuls In Germany virtual-
ly are being detained in Germany be-
cause of uncertainty in Berlin over the
plans for Ambassador von Bernstorff
and as a result of reports that Ger
man ships in American harbors had
been seized. It is not understood that
there has been any formal action in
this connection, the German govern
ment merely delaying arrangements
for the departure of the Americans.

Word was received from Great
Britain- - and France during the day
that safe conduct for German diplo
mats in this country would be arrang
ed. This, as well ae the fact, that
German ships here have not been seiz-
ed, was communicated to the Berlin
government and no. further difficulty
is anticipated. '

from several neutral nations came
information that .while they would not
break diplomatic relations with Ger
many they had senjt or ? would send
protests which - align them
against the new campaign of ruthless- -
nees.- - Again there were some sugges
tions or a combination of neutral na
tlons either to- - prevent trouble between
the United States and Germany or to
make clean neutral rights,, but no def
inite plans were made public.

In taking stock of a whole new world
situation , precipitated by the German
pronouncement on February l, officials
Washington looks- - on the German ac
tion as having forced the severance of
relations and brought this country to
the verge of war; as having left 1,000,- -
000 prisoners for whom this country
was caring for In a serious condition
and as having brought down on Ger
many the moral indignation of virtual
ly all the rest of the world.

SAFE CONDUCT FOR
COUNT VON BERNSTORFF

So Far as It is : in the Power of the
British Government.

London, Feb. 8, p. m. Count von
Kernatorfr. the former German am
bassador to the United States, will be
given a safe --conduct so far as it is
within the power of the British gov
eminent to do so. This announcement
was made tonight by the foreign of-
fice. ' It followed a conference between
A, J. Balfour, secretary for foreign
anairs. ana Anroaesaaor page.

The American ambassador called on
Mr. Balfour and the two were closeted
for nearly an hour. - Both were non
committal on the subject of their de
liberations, but it is believed they re
lated solely to the request of the
United States government for the safe
conduct of Ambassador von Bernstorffror at tne conclusion of the conference
the foreign office authorized the an-
nouncement of Great Britain's deter-
mination to accede to Washington's re-
quest which was made two dava am.
At the same time - the foreign office
cabled its decision to the state depart
ment ai wesnington.It is said that Great Britain is readyto grant Count von Bernstorff safeconduct but that it could not guaran-
tee the former ambassador's safetyagainst the acts of his own country-
men. The British government has ex-pressed itself as anxious to meet thstate department's wishes and decidedmax it wouur do all in its power tocarry them out.

SWITCHMEN OF CHICAGO
- ARE NOT TO STRIKE

Mutual Agreement Reached Between
Managers and Yardmen.

Chicago. Feb. 8. Possibility of astrife, involving about two thirds ofthe switchmen employed in Chicago,was averted at midnight tonight whena Joint committee of railroad manag-
ers and representatives of the yardmen
announced that a "mutual agreement"
had been reached. .

The demands of the men were based
on five specific grievances, 'concerningdiscipline and operation. While de-
tails of the agreement are not madepublis, ft was stated that the demands
of the men had been satifafied.

A strike vote taken bv about B.OOfl
switchmen ' affiliated with the Broth-
erhood of Railway Trainmen, was nul-
lified by the action of the conference,
according to the brotherhood. officials.
B. eV M. EARNED SURPLUS

. OF $4,787,974 FOR THE YEAR

Equivalent to 11.64 Per Cent, of the
Road's Common Stock. --

Boston. Feb.' 8. The Boston and
Main railroad, which Is now in .tem-
porary receivership, earned a surplus
of 84.787.974 for tho year ending De
cember 31 after all charges, including
leased line rentals, had been paid, ac-
cording to a report made public today.
It is equivalent to 11-6- 4 per cent, on the
road's common stock, . after preferred
dividend - requirements. '. -

BATTLE FORTY WILES
". BELOW CHIHUAHUA

Between General Marguia's and Villa's
Main Column.

El Paso, Texas. Feb. . A battle
between General Francisco Marguia's
forces and Villa's main column began
at Santa Rosalia, forty miles below
Chihuahua City, late today, according
to word received In Juarez tonight. .No
details were given.

Another report received here saida bandit band last night burned the
railroad station at Monetebuma, about
half way between Juarez and Chihua
hua City.

HEN THAT LAID 331
EGGS IN ONE YEAR

World's Record -- Made by a Single
Comb Ancona.

Toledo, Ohio, Feb. 8. A world's rec-
ord in egg , laying is claimed for
"Queen Bess," a single-com- b' Ancona
hen, the property of A. . E. Ridenour
of this city. According to announce-
ment made by Jthe owned today "Queen
Bee" laid 331 eggs from February 1,
1916 to February , 1917.

41 LIVES WERE LOST
WITH STEAMER CALIFORNIA

Five Killed by Explosion and 36
Drowned in Launching of Boats

London, Feb. 8. 7:40 p. m. The
British passenger steamer California
of the Anchor Line, bound from Xew
x urn ior Glasgow, was torpedoed at
9 o'clock Wednesday morniner off theIrish coast and sank in nine minutes,
with the loss of 41 lives. The strick-
en ship was able to send out S. O. S.
calls . and help arrived promptly.
Nevertheless 5 persons were killed bv
the explosion and 36 were drowned in
the launching of the lifeboats.

The news of the sinking of the Cal
ifornia, reached London yesterday aft-
ernoon, before the survivors had ar
rived on land, but publication was not
permitted till more than 24 hours later. .

The California was an armed liner.
carrying a single 4.7 gun mounted on
the stem. The gunner was just train-
ing the weapon on the spot where oil
Bubbles naa revealed the Dresenee cfthe underwater enemy when & torpedo
struck the port side with an explosion
so violent tnat most of the neoole
aboard were thrown off their feet, five
being Kinea ana a score injured. The
submarine fired a second torpedo, in
an appearent effort to accelerate thesinking, but the second - shot missed.aitnougn ootm torpedoes were Bred
from a distance of less than 300 yards.

mere was only one American
aboard the California and he is among
me survivora. - . - i

YOUNG MAN HELD BY
. IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS

Had in Hia Pocket a Notebook Con
taining Names of American Vessels.
Newport News. Vr Feb. 8. A vounr

man giving his name as Wolgand Ber- -
ger and according to the authorities
admitted German nationality, was ar
rested, nere today and is being held
by immigration officials for examina-
tion. Officers said he had In his pos-
session a notebook containing thenames of many American vessels, in-
cluding warships.

iserger. It was said, told the officers
that he deserted from the German
steamer Katser WHhelm der Grosse in
New York three years ago and that he
had not worked since, but visited many
Atlantic coast ports, sustaining him-
self by begging. . -

e oric, reb. . The Holland-America- n

Line steamship Ryndam,
which sailed from New York for Rot-
terdam, January 29, with the Amer-ca- n

consular agent at Luxemburg and
nearly a hundred other cabin passeng-
ers, and which was reported last niRht
t,o be returning to this port, was warn-
ed by a German submarine to turn
back when about to enter the "war
zone," according to unofficial advices
received here today.

A wireless message from a passenger
on board the Ryndam contained this1
information, it was stated by a person
closely connected with the steamship
service, here. The Ryndam was on
her way to Rotterdam by way of Fal-
mouth and was within fourteen hours
steaming of the latter port when she
swung around for the return trip to
American waters.

At the office of the Holland-Americ- an

Line it was said that no word of
the ship or the reason for her return
had been received, other than a cable
message from Rotterdam, announcing
her turning back to New York. The
message conveyed the impression, the
officials said, that the master of the
ship has taken the action on his own
initiative and had so advised his own-
ers by wireless.

AMBASSADOR GERARD
STILL IS IN BERLIN

Date of Departure of American Diplo-
mats Has Not Been Fixed.

Berlin, Wednesday, Feb. 7., by Wire-
less to Sayville, Feb. 8. The date of
the departure of Ambassador Gerard
has not been fixed.- - The German au-
thorities are making every endeavor
to assure him and members of the
American embassy all possible facil-
ities, for forwarding private tele-
grams. No serious concern Is felt here
as to the safe departure of German
officials in the United States.

This information is contained in an
announcement made public today by
the Overseas News Agency, which
follows:

"The date of the departure of the
American ambassador has not yet
been fixed. The number of persons Cor
whom passports must be secured fs
rather large and therefore this work
will require some time. Every en-

deavor is being made to assure the
ambassador and the personnel of the
embassy all possible facilities for
private telegrams.

"While the American residents ac
cept loyally the decision of their gov-
ernment, many of them regret the
breaking off of rlations with Germany
without provocation. A number of
Americans, among whom are several
newspaper correspondents, have decH-e- d

to stay in Germany until further
developments."

GERARD'S ACTION IS
APPROVED IN WASHINGTON

In Refusing to Enter Into Negotiations
With German Foreign Office.

Washington, Feb. 8. Ambassador
Gerard's refusal to enter into any ne
gotiations with the German foreign of-

fice is approved by the state depart-
ment as the only possible course for
him to pursue in view of his status of
a private citizen. Any communication
from the German government regard
ing a treaty or any other subject would
have to be carried out through the
Spanish diplomatic reprewentatives in
Berlin who are looking after tne in
terests of America in Germnay.

The basis of the German proposition
to reaffirm the old treaties which.
among other things, provide that in
case of war the citizens or either coun-
try in the other's territory shall have
nine months in which to dispose of
their property and leave. Is found in
the fact that this course was necessary
to continue the conventions in exist
ence a a result of the enactment of the
seamen's act by congress several years
ago. That act terminated all treaties
containing provisions iij conflict with
the new legislation for the protection
of seasen. It was provided, however,
that other sections of the treaties not
relating to the sailors might be con-
tinued in force If the governments with
whom thees treaties were made by the
United States expressed the willing-
ness to-- the exclusion of the objectiona-
ble matter.
VON BERNSTORFF PARTY

TO SAIL FEBRUARY 13

German Government Requested to As-

sure Safe Passage Through War Zone.

New York. Feb. 8. The German
government has been asked by the
Scandinavian -- American Line to assure
safe passage through the recently de
fined war zone ror tne steamer r rea- -
erick VIII. on which Count von Bern-
storff, the former German ambassador.
and . bis party will sail lor noma on
February 13. This assurance, officials
of the line here said today, is request-
ed iu addition to the safe conduct
through the blockade zone asked for
bv the American state department and
promised by Great Britain and France.

We have cabled our home office in
Copenhagen for Instruct ions,' one of
the officials said, -- unui wo cio Kei
orders to sail, the Frederick III and
the Hellig Olav, now In port here, will
remain at their docks. We have been
asked through the state department for
about 200 reservations for the return
ing ambassador and his parti, and
that number has been provided. We
wiil, however, take other passengers
in addition."

Washington, Tito. 8. The American
gorernment is still without official ev-

idence an overt act by Gerniany con-

sidered necessary to justify President
fViJson In going before congress for
authority to nse necessary means to
protect American seamen and people.

There is no longer any doubt that
the ruthless submarine campaign is
in full swing in defiance f the warn-
ing of the United States. Everywhere
it Is believed that If no American ship
has been destroyed it is because Amer-
ican ships are lying idle in their har-feo- ra

tT.nt of plying their usual
trade: if no American life has been
tost it is due entirely to chance.

T ! la anmeralrr conceded that on
fche basis of preliminary reports, the
torpedoing wltnout warning or xne
passenger liner California, with an
American on ftoard. makes out a clear
case of technical violation of the rights
of the United States.

President Wilson, however, is repre-
sented as determined not to plunge the
country into war on a technicality.
iWhea he moves it will be on complete
evidence of an outrage about which
there can be no question. Then he ex-
pects to have the American people and
congress behind him.

Unofficial despatches today told of
the killing of an American negro sail-
or, named George Washington to the
pinging of the British steamer Turino.
Few. details were given .and the state
department tonight had heard nothing
officially. The incident will be con-- 1
sidered. aw soon as reports are receiv-
ed.

To get in personal touch with all
steps taken to prepare the country for
whatever may come, the president left
the White House this afternoon and
made another Quick look round of the

war and navy departments,r:tate, Secretaries Lansing, Baker and
Daniels. It was stated that he will
continue this practice almost every
day to jave time.

- When he returned to the White
House it was stated officially that in-
formation on all the torpedoed vessels

"LEArC INQUIRY IS
f

N EARING ITS CLOSE

premised Sensation Failed to Develop
Yesterday.

Washington, Feb. 8. Another prom-
ised sensation in the "leak" Inquiry
Battened out today with the long-- m

waited testimony of Mrs. Ruth
fhomaaon Vlscontl ,the mysterious
informant on whose statement Thomas
wf. Dawson baaed some of his dra- -
natle charges.

Declining to say publicly who told
tier that (secretary Tumulty and W. w,
Price, White Blouse correspondent,
profited by advance information on
the peace note, Mrs. Visconti revealed
to the investigating committee in con
Udenoe.Ahat all her information came
from remarks of Price's young daugh
ter.

Immediately afterward Pricej" took
the stand, reiterated bis denial of
profiting by information obtained in
confidence and said he had reason to
believe the rumor repeated by Mrs.
Visconti started from chance obser-
vations by members of bla family that
tte could have so profited.

A crowd that lammed- the committee
room to hear the sensational resume
of capital gossip which it bad report
ed Mrs. Visconti might attempt to put
Into the record did not conceal its dis
appointment at the brevity of her tea
timony. The few questions asked
here ware confined eharolv to. t2:a
rumors of the leak and after she left
the stand it was announced that she
would not be recalled.

Tonight congressional Interest in
the inquiry had lapsed almost to the
point of apathy and there was a defi
nite reeling that another week prob
ably wouia see its conclusion.

SWEDEN HA8 REJECTED
WILSON'S SUGGESTION

fs to Follow Strict Neutrality as Long
as is Possible.

Stockholm, via London, Feb. 8. The
Swedish government rejects President
Wilson's suggestion that outer neu
tral countries join with the United
States in severing diplomatic rela
pons with Germany and declares its
htenttan to follow the strictest neu
(rality so long as it is possible.
Sweden's reply was delivered to the
American minister today.
fRINCETON STUDENTS FORM

PROVISIONAL. DATTAUvn,
fVro to Become Familiar With Manual

of Arms,

Princeton, IT. J--, Feb. 8. 'Nearly one
thousand students of Princeton nnl-rersi- ty

have joined the provisional
battalion which was established here
everal days ago for the purpose of

affording the undergraduates an op-
portunity to become familiar with the
kvanual of arms. Drills in open and
Uoso formations will begin early next

eek under Captain Belntselman of the
Fnited States army. -

Plans are also under way for the
fstabliahment of an aviation school at
frincften, it was announced.


